Introduced by Council Members Johnson, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad, and Yates:

RESOLUTION 2007-331
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE LOCAL VOLUNTEERS OF THE RSVP PROGRAM OF SENIOR CORPS, IN PARTICULAR THE VOLUNTEERS IN THE RAINBOW CARING CARD PROJECT, IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND ACTIVITIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, an often unrecognized group of citizens in many communities is the thousands of seniors volunteering their time and services working to improve their community's quality of life; and

WHEREAS, in Jacksonville, as elsewhere, the RSVP Senior Corps, a Corporation for National and Community Service program, is one such group of seniors devoted to improving the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, established in 1972, RSVP of Duval County now has over 800 active senior volunteers providing over 200,000 hours of volunteer time annually, time worth an estimated $3.6 million; and

WHEREAS, locally, RSVP volunteers work with low-income families and other less-fortunate seniors; offer their skills in the Senior Volunteer Leadership Corps; and help in a wide variety of organizations, such as hospitals, schools, environmental groups, senior centers, and others; and

WHEREAS, one new and special program, however, is Jacksonville RSVP's active participation in the Rainbow Caring Card Project, sending cards to our soldiers, sailors, marines, and airman stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, since its inception, our local Rainbow Caring Card Team, a group of 17 devoted seniors, has sent over 900 beautiful handmade cards that garnered not only the thanks of the many individual recipients, but also commendations from the commanders of the Joint Area Support Group - Central in Iraq and the Afghan National Army - Training Assistance Group - V at The Alamo, Kabul Military Training Center; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City does offer its heartfelt congratulations to all RSVP volunteers, but especially the 17 members of the RSVP Rainbow Caring Card Team, for their valuable time, caring, and devotion.
Section 2.

The events faced by our troops affect each of us, and it is for this reason that the work of the RSVP Rainbow Caring Card Team, and all volunteers in the many RSVP of Jacksonville programs, continues to improve the quality of life for not only our troops, but also all the citizens of our community.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  That this resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Keith E. Weiss
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